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Judges 6:11-16 (NIV) 

11 The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in 
Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son 
Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the 
Midianites. 12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he 
said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” 

 

13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, 
why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that 
our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring 
us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and 
given us into the hand of Midian.” 

 

14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have 
and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” 

 

15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? 
My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
family.” 



 

16 The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down 
all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” 

 

Judges 7:1-8 (NIV) 

1 Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men 
camped at the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of 
them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. 2 The Lord said to Gideon, 
“You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, 
or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’ 
3 Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may 
turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand men 
left, while ten thousand remained. 

 

4 But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take 
them down to the water, and I will thin them out for you there. If I 
say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one 
shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” 

 

5 So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lord told 
him, “Separate those who lap the water with their tongues as a 
dog laps from those who kneel down to drink.” 6 Three hundred of 
them drank from cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got 
down on their knees to drink. 

 



7 The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that 
lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let 
all the others go home.” 8 So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites 
home but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions 
and trumpets of the others. 

 

Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley. 

 

Judges 7:22 (NIV) 

22 When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the Lord caused the 
men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. 
The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border 
of Abel Meholah near Tabbath. 

 

GROUPS QUESTIONS: 

1. What stood out to you most about this week’s sermon?  
 

2. What do you want your life to be? What do you want 
people to say about you at your funeral?  
 
3. Why is it hard to feel that God is with us when things in 
our lives aren’t going how we expected or how we want?  
 
4. Read Judges 6:11-16. Why do we struggle believing that 
God can use us? What is the difference between how we 
see ourselves and how God sees us?  



5. Read Judges 7:1-8. Why do you think God intentionally 
reduced Gideon's army to just 300 men? How does this 
story challenge our understanding of relying on God 
versus relying on our own strength?  
 
6. Reflect on Judges 7:22. How have you seen God work 
in unexpected ways to bring about victory or resolution in 
your life? How can we trust God's methods, even when 
they don't make sense to us?  
 
7. What would it look like to allow God to take hold of your 
brush? What might God be able to do in your life that you 
could not do on your own? 

 

 

 

 

 


