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 BIG IDEA | Patience is the fruit, NOT the root. 
 
1 Samuel 10:8 (NLT) 
8 Then go down to Gilgal ahead of me. I will join you there to sacrifice 
burnt offerings and peace offerings. You must wait for seven days 
until I arrive and give you further instructions.” 
  
1 Samuel 13:7b-14 (NLT) 
7 Meanwhile, Saul stayed at Gilgal, and his men were trembling with 
fear. 8 Saul waited there seven days for Samuel, as Samuel had 
instructed him earlier, but Samuel still didn’t come. Saul realized that 
his troops were rapidly slipping away. 9 So he demanded, “Bring me 
the burnt offering and the peace offerings!” And Saul sacrificed the 
burnt offering himself. 
10 Just as Saul was finishing with the burnt offering, Samuel arrived. 
Saul went out to meet and welcome him, 11 but Samuel said, “What is 
this you have done?” 
Saul replied, “I saw my men scattering from me, and you didn’t arrive 
when you said you would, and the Philistines are at Micmash ready 
for battle. 12 So I said, ‘The Philistines are ready to march against us at 
Gilgal, and I haven’t even asked for the Lord’s help!’ So I felt 
compelled to offer the burnt offering myself before you came.” 



13 “How foolish!” Samuel exclaimed. “You have not kept the 
command the Lord your God gave you. Had you kept it, the Lord 
would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now 
your kingdom must end, for the Lord has sought out a man after his 
own heart. The Lord has already appointed him to be the leader of his 
people, because you have not kept the Lord’s command.” 
  
Saul's Actions 
1. FEAR OF MAN 
1 Samuel 13:11 (NLT) 
11 but Samuel said, “What is this you have done?” 
Saul replied, “I saw my men scattering from me, and you didn’t arrive 
when you said you would, and the Philistines are at Micmash ready 
for battle.  
2. SERVED HIMSELF 
1 Samuel 13:12 (NLT) 
12 So I said, ‘The Philistines are ready to march against us at Gilgal, 
and I haven’t even asked for the Lord’s help!’ So I felt compelled to 
offer the burnt offering myself before you came.” 
  
1 Samuel 26:1-12 (NLT) 
1 Now some men from Ziph came to Saul at Gibeah to tell him, “David 
is hiding on the hill of Hakilah, which overlooks Jeshimon.” 
2 So Saul took 3,000 of Israel’s elite troops and went to hunt him 
down in the wilderness of Ziph. 3 Saul camped along the road beside 
the hill of Hakilah, near Jeshimon, where David was hiding. When 
David learned that Saul had come after him into the wilderness, 4 he 
sent out spies to verify the report of Saul’s arrival. 
5 David slipped over to Saul’s camp one night to look around. Saul and 
Abner son of Ner, the commander of his army, were sleeping inside a 



ring formed by the slumbering warriors. 6 “Who will volunteer to go 
in there with me?” David asked Ahimelech the Hittite and Abishai son 
of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother. 
“I’ll go with you,” Abishai replied. 7 So David and Abishai went right 
into Saul’s camp and found him asleep, with his spear stuck in the 
ground beside his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying asleep 
around him. 
8 “God has surely handed your enemy over to you this time!” Abishai 
whispered to David. “Let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of 
the spear; I won’t need to strike twice!” 
9 “No!” David said. “Don’t kill him. For who can remain innocent after 
attacking the Lord’s anointed one? 10 Surely the Lord will strike Saul 
down someday, or he will die of old age or in battle. 11 The Lord 
forbid that I should kill the one he has anointed! But take his spear 
and that jug of water beside his head, and then let’s get out of here!” 
12 So David took the spear and jug of water that were near Saul’s 
head. Then he and Abishai got away without anyone seeing them or 
even waking up, because the Lord had put Saul’s men into a deep 
sleep. 
  
David's Actions 
1. FEAR OF GOD 
1 Samuel 26:8-9 (NLT) 
8 “God has surely handed your enemy over to you this time!” Abishai 
whispered to David. “Let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of 
the spear; I won’t need to strike twice!” 
9 “No!” David said. “Don’t kill him. For who can remain innocent after 
attacking the Lord’s anointed one? 
2. SERVED GOD 
1 Samuel 26:10-11 (NLT) 



10 Surely the Lord will strike Saul down someday, or he will die of old 
age or in battle. 11 The Lord forbid that I should kill the one he has 
anointed! But take his spear and that jug of water beside his head, 
and then let’s get out of here!” 
  
Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT) 
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and 
self-control. There is no law against these things! 
  
“The goal is not for us to get through the Scriptures. The goal is to get 
the Scriptures through us.” - John Ortberg  
 


