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BIG IDEA | Before we're Americans, we're AMBASSADORS
FROM HEAVEN.

2 Corinthians 5:19-20 (NLT)

9 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer
counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this
wonderful message of reconciliation. ?° So we are Christ’s
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for
Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!”

AMBASSADOR. Highest ranking diplomat sent as a
representative from one nation to another.

3 Reasons to Submit to our Government:
1. Government is D/VINELY ordained.

Romans 13:1 (NLT)

"Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority
comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been
placed there by God.

2. AVOID consequences.

Romans 13:2-4 (NLT)

> So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what
God has instituted, and they will be punished. 2 For the authorities



do not strike fear in people who are doing right, but in those who
are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the
authorities? Do what is right, and they will honor you. # The
authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if you are
doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the
power to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very
purpose of punishing those who do what is wrong.

3. Have a CLEAR CONSCIENCE.

Romans 13:5-7 (NLT)

> So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but
also to keep a clear conscience.

® Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons. For government
workers need to be paid. They are serving God in what they

do. ” Give to everyone what you owe them: Pay your taxes and
government fees to those who collect them, and give respect and
honor to those who are in authority.

1 Timothy 1:5 (NLT)

° The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled
with love that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and
genuine faith.

Ambassadors DON'T pick sides. They 7TAKE STANDS.
Joshua 5:13-14 (NLT)

¥ When Joshua was near the town of Jericho, he looked up and
saw a man standing in front of him with sword in hand. Joshua
went up to him and demanded, “Are you friend or foe?”
““Neither one,” he replied. “I am the commander of the Lord’s
army.”



At this, Joshua fell with his face to the ground in reverence. “| am at

your command,” Joshua said. “What do you want your servant to
do?”

John 17:20-23 (NLT)

20 “ am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever
believe in me through their message. ?' | pray that they will all be one, just as
you and | are one—as you are in me, Father, and | am in you. And may they
be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.

22 “| have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are
one. 23| am in them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect
unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love them as
much as you love me.



