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BIG IDEA: FIX OUR EYES, NOT FIX OUR WORLD.
Hebrews 12:1-3 (NLT)
1
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of
faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily
trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. 2 We do this
by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.
Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he
is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. 3 Think of all the hostility he
endured from sinful people; then you won’t become weary and give up.
Hebrews 11:7 (NLT)
It was by faith that Noah built a large boat to save his family from the flood. He obeyed
God, who warned him about things that had never happened before. By his faith Noah
condemned the rest of the world, and he received the righteousness that comes by
faith.
WE MUST FIX OUR EYES ON OBEDIENCE.
Genesis 8:1-14 (NLT)
1

But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and livestock with him in the boat.
He sent a wind to blow across the earth, and the floodwaters began to recede. 2 The
underground waters stopped flowing, and the torrential rains from the sky were stopped.
3
So the floodwaters gradually receded from the earth. After 150 days, 4 exactly five
months from the time the flood began, the boat came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.
5
Two and a half months later, as the waters continued to go down, other mountain
peaks became visible.
6

After another forty days, Noah opened the window he had made in the boat 7 and
released a raven. The bird flew back and forth until the floodwaters on the earth had
dried up. 8 He also released a dove to see if the water had receded and it could find dry

ground. 9 But the dove could find no place to land because the water still covered the
ground. So it returned to the boat, and Noah held out his hand and drew the dove back
inside. 10 After waiting another seven days, Noah released the dove again. 11 This time
the dove returned to him in the evening with a fresh olive leaf in its beak. Then Noah
knew that the floodwaters were almost gone. 12 He waited another seven days and then
released the dove again. This time it did not come back.
13

Noah was now 601 years old. On the first day of the new year, ten and a half months
after the flood began, the floodwaters had almost dried up from the earth. Noah lifted
back the covering of the boat and saw that the surface of the ground was drying. 14 Two
more months went by, and at last the earth was dry!
WE MUST FIX OUR EYES ON FAITHFULNESS.
Genesis 7:1 (NLT)
When everything was ready, the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the boat with all your
family, for among all the people of the earth, I can see that you alone are righteous.
Genesis 7:4-5 (NLT)
4
Seven days from now I will make the rains pour down on the earth. And it will rain for
forty days and forty nights, until I have wiped from the earth all the living things I have
created.”
5
So Noah did everything as the Lord commanded him.
THE FLOOD SAYS SIN IS SERIOUS.
THE ARK SAYS GOD IS MERCIFUL.
WE MUST FIX OUR EYES ON THANKFULNESS.
Genesis 6:8 (NLT)
But Noah found favor with the Lord.

