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Big Idea
When | surrender to the love God has for me, | will seek the life He asks of me.

Relationship not Religion - Acts 9:1-9

" Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was eager to kill the Lord’s
followers. So he went to the high priest.

2 He requested letters addressed to the synagogues in Damascus, asking for their
cooperation in the arrest of any followers of the Way he found there. He wanted to bring
them—both men and women—back to Jerusalem in chains.

3 As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone
down around him.

4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you
persecuting me?”

5 “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked. And the voice replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are
persecuting!

6 Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

7 The men with Saul stood speechless, for they heard the sound of someone’s voice but
saw no onel!

8 Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he opened his eyes he was blind. So
his companions led him by the hand to Damascus.

9 He remained there blind for three days and did not eat or drink.

Romans 8:1-4

''So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.

2 And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from
the power of sin that leads to death.

3 The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful

nature. So God did what the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the
bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by
giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins.

4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us, who no
longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit.



Response
e Do you just practice a religion?
e Do you believe God gave His best for you?

People over Programs - Acts 9:11-31

"The Lord said, “Go over to Straight Street, to the house of Judas. When you get there,
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right now.

2| have shown him a vision of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him
so he can see again.”

13 “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I've heard many people talk about the terrible things
this man has done to the believers in Jerusalem!

% And he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest everyone who calls upon your
name.”

> But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the
Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel.

6 And | will show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake.”

Y So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road, has sent me so that you might regain your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

'8 Instantly something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he
got up and was baptized.

9 Afterward, he ate some food and regained his strength. Saul stayed with the

believers in Damascus for a few days.

20 And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is
indeed the Son of God!”

' All who heard him were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who caused such devastation
among Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t he come here to arrest
them and take them in chains to the leading priests?”

22 Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and the Jews in Damascus couldn’t
refute his proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah.

23 After a while, some of the Jews plotted together to kill him.

24 They were watching for him day and night at the city gate so they could murder him,
but Saul was told about their plot.

25 So during the night, some of the other believers lowered him in a large basket through
an opening in the city wall.

26 When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but they were all
afraid of him. They did not believe he had truly become a believer!

2/ Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how Saul had seen the Lord
on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to Saul. He also told them that
Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus.

28 So Saul stayed with the apostles and went all around Jerusalem with them, preaching
boldly in the name of the Lord.

29 He debated with some Greek-speaking Jews, but they tried to murder him.



30 When the believers heard about this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him
away to Tarsus, his hometown.

31 The church then had peace throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, and it became
stronger as the believers lived in the fear of the Lord. And with the encouragement of the
Holy Spirit, it also grew in numbers.

Response
Do you grow with people or just go to programs?

Mission over Myself - Acts 13:1-3

' Among the prophets and teachers of the church at Antioch of Syria were Barnabas,
Simeon (called “the black man”), Lucius (from Cyrene), Manaen (the childhood companion
of King Herod Antipas), and Saul.

2 One day as these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said,
“Appoint Barnabas and Saul for the special work to which | have called them.”

3 So after more fasting and prayer, the men laid their hands on them and sent them on
their way.

2 Corinthians 6:3-10

3 We live in such a way that no one will stumble because of us, and no one will find fault
with our ministry.

4 In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of God. We patiently endure
troubles and hardships and calamities of every kind.

5 We have been beaten, been put in prison, faced angry mobs, worked to exhaustion,
endured sleepless nights, and gone without food.

6 We prove ourselves by our purity, our understanding, our patience, our kindness, by the
Holy Spirit within us, and by our sincere love.

7 We faithfully preach the truth. God’s power is working in us. We use the weapons of
righteousness in the right hand for attack and the left hand for defense.

8 We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, whether they slander us or
praise us. We are honest, but they call us impostors.

9 We are ignored, even though we are well known. We live close to death, but we are still
alive. We have been beaten, but we have not been killed.

10 Our hearts ache, but we always have joy. We are poor, but we give spiritual riches to
others. We own nothing, and yet we have everything.

2 Timothy 4:3-8

3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome
teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them
whatever their itching ears want to hear.

4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths.

5 But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the
Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has given
you.



6 As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my
death is near.

7| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, and | have remained faithful.

8 And now the prize awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who
eagerly look forward to his appearing.

Response
e Have | surrendered to His love?
e Dol desire to seek the life He asks of me?



